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Children’s learning through play
—A study of a one year-old’s drawing play—

Yukihito TERAMOTO

This paper discusses “learning” in children’s “play.” By closely observing the drawing play of one-
year-old children, it was clarified that children do not simply draw pictures, but also acquire
meanings and values in their actions through the mother’s facial expressions, behavior, and other
reactions. By using the theories of Sumio HAMADA, such as “intentionality” and “ternary relations,”
observations, analysis, and considerations were made while paying attention to children’s gaze and
other subtle behaviors. In childcare and education settings, where teachers and carers are becoming
busier and there is a shortage of personnel, rational and efficient childcare and education are often
prioritized, and the idea of valuing childcare and education for each individual may often be
considered idealistic. However, the author hopes that this paper can help to realize childcare and
education that values each individual child.
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