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The Intersection of the Self and History regarding Special Needs Education
—From an Attempt at Autobiography (1)—

Mitsuaki TOMINAGA

As I retire from the university where I have worked for many years, I compile my autobiography
based on Daikichi Irokawa’s perspective of "the intersection of the self and history.” I also referred
to Yamana Jun's (2018) essay “Why Did I Become a ‘Pastoral’ Researcher? Superimposing the
Criticism of Cultural Criticism on My Autobiography” and Mori Toru's (2015) essay “An attempt at
autobiography (1): From my upbringing to my appointment at Fukui University.” This essay focuses
on my “Hiroshima period” from 1) my undergraduate and graduate school (master’s course) period,
2) my time as a teacher at a special needs school, and 3) my time as a doctoral student and an
assistant at Hiroshima University. My “Osaka period,” during which I was appointed as a lecturer
at Osaka Kyoiku University and conducted special needs education teacher training and special
needs education research as an assistant professor, associate professor, and professor, will be
described in “The intersection of the self and history regarding special needs education: From an
attempt at autobiography (2).
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