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A Study on the free fantasies of C.Ph.E.Bach
—mainly Wq.63-6 and Wq.117-14 attached to Versuch iiber die wahre Art das Klavier zu spielen—

Masako Suenaga and Hiroshi Harada

The free and original nature of the works of Carl Phillip Emanuel Bach is best exhibited in his 18
fantasies. While relying on C.PE. Bach's Versuch uber die wahre Art das Klavier zu spielen, this
paper analyzes the two Freie Fantasien Wq.63-6 and Wq.117-14 from the standpoint of “the liberties
of time and tonality,” and considers the concept of “freedom” in musical expression that he tried to
convey. While Wq.117-14 is a completely free fantasy, unmeasured passages and regular measured
passages coexist in Wq.63-6, and the two fantasies differ in their respective proportions of free
passages. Analysis revealed clear differences in ways of tonal design and modulating between the
free unmeasured passages and the regular measured passages. In the regular measured passages,
closely related keys are selected for modulation and common modulation methods and chord
progressions are used, but in the free passages, modulations are carried out over a wide range to
the most distant keys and enharmony and other devices are used effectively. At first glance, the
fantasies seem freed from confinement to time and tonality and freely composed, but they can
actually also be thought of as having been composed under a strict plan based on the compositional
theory described in his Versuch.
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Eine Fantasie nennet man frei, wenn sie
keine abgemessene Tacteinteilung enthalt,
und in mehrere Tonarten ausweichet, als
bei andern Stucken zu geschehen pfleget,
welche nach einer Tacteinteilung gesetzt
sind, oder aus dem Stegreif erfunden
werden.
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