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Manuscript Copies of Keyboard Sonatas of Domenico Scarlatti
—Mainly on manuscripts of K.43 to K.96—

Hiroshi Harada

In a previous study I examined and compared textual details of K.1 to K.147 as found in manuscripts
and printed scores, and then ordered the source material to arrive at a preliminary genealogy of the
textual tradition. This time I have, however, placed greater emphasis on manuscripts, the Venice, the
Parma, the Munster, the Coimbra, the London31553, the Cambridgel3, of K43 to K96.

As regards methodology, I first checked in detail the dissimilarities in six manuscripts, and looking at
the way originated, I was able to detect three different levels of discrepancy. The first one comprises
mistakes inadvertently made by the copyists and reflects small differences in pitch and rhythm in the
scores. The second level deals with variants in time signatures, tone symbols, musical terminology and
They obviously reveal a different frame of mind in
the composer and make us postulate original works that are at variance with one another. The third
level is concerned with variants that must be considered secondary in character, such as supplementary
notation, ornamental notes, pauses, etc., something that portrays a subjective side in the notations of the

differences of content in some particular sections.

copyist, reflecting his musical upbringing and mannerisms.
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