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Scottish Education under COVID-19 Pandemic
—PFocus on the Period of 2020-2021—

Shun ITO (Hiroshima Bunka Gakuen University)

This article examines trends in Scottish education in the context of the coronavirus
pandemic, which has been raging since 2020 and has had a significant impact on education
in many countries and regions. In the light of this, trends in education policy in different
countries are being reported, mainly from comparative education.

Although Scotland is a part of the United Kingdom, it has a separate education system. As
a result, there are many unique ways of dealing with covid-19 pandemic, and it is necessary
to understand these trends separately from those in England, which many researchers have
focused on.

Our research has shown that in Scotland, although schools were forced to close en
masse during the first lockdown, they did not close for the rest of the school year, and
during the second lockdown, priority was given to reopening some grades before lifting the
lockdown, suggesting that education was given a relatively high priority. In addition, they
have attention to minority children from an early stage, and in particular, reducing and
preventing gap of academic achievement was a top priority in the post-pandemic educational
recovery. Moreover, we found that policies in the pandemic make education more inclusive,
such as the extension of free school meals.

Finally, as this paper is based mainly on government documents, it is impossible to clarify

what chaos is in schools and whether the policies worked.

Keywords: COVID-19 Pandemic, Scotland, United Kingdom, School Closure



