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Peer support activities and the prevention of bullying at elementary schools:
Correlations among support from friends, classroom functions, and class adjustment
Erino Kume Koji Tanaka

Correlations between received support from class friends, classroom functions,
satisfaction with classrooms, and bullying tendency were investigated in individuals
and classroom groups. A questionnaire survey was conducted with fifth and sixth grade
elementary school boys and girls (N = 242) in 10 classes. Results indicate that individually,
support from class friends was positively correlated with classroom functions and
satisfaction with classrooms in both boys and girls, whereas, it was negatively correlated
with overt bullies in just girls. Furthermore, classroom functions were negatively correlated
with overt bullies in boys, whereas in girls, it was negatively correlated with both overt
bullies and relational bullies. Similar results were indicated for classroom groups with the

exception of the tendency of bullying.

Key words: support from friends, classroom functions, satisfaction with classrooms,

bullying, elementary schools
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