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Status survey of end-of-life nursing education at private
universities with nursing programs

Hiroshima Bunka Gakuen University, Graduate School of Nursing Doctoral Program'
Kazue Tamura'
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Keywords: a good death, nursing students, end-of-life nursing care, view of life and death,

Aim: To investigate the training of nurses to support a “good death,” this study aims to review the nature of
end-of-life nursing education in universities with nursing programs nationwide.

Method: Information such as the provision or omission of an end-of-life curriculum and content of relevant
curriculums was extracted from university syllabuses and the end-of-life nursing education content in each
university was compared in terms of the “ability to assist people at the end of their lives” as defined by the
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT)

Result: A total of 40 universities responded, of which 24 (60%) had end-of-life nursing as an independent
subject. Common curriculum content included “overview of palliative and end-of-life care” and “symptom
management’; the comparison of actual end-of-life nursing education with the content outlined by MEXT
showed that no university curriculums included all items.

Discussion: Time constraints and improving the quality of teaching staff were identified as issues. Mutually
sharing ideas and expressing one’s own opinion in groupwork and debate could be effective relevant teaching
methods. Simulation education before and after in-hospital training could contribute greatly to students’
learning. In addition, the desirability of granting general subject status to end-of-life nursing and including it
on all courses from the first year was proposed.



