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A Consideration of the Role of Loeal Governmenti’s Information-Communication
Policies: History, Present Problems and Perspectives in Japan, especially
comparing Okayama, Kochi, Gifu, and Hiroshima Prefectures.

Nakakita Kohachi

Attempts by the Japanese Government or Loeal Governments to introduce
“New Media” have repeatedly resulted in failure. Challengers to those busi-
nesses sueh as CAPTAIN (Japanese model of Videotex) or CATV (Cabie Tele-
vision) have encountered very severe circumstances., However, with the “Internet
Revolution”, we have eniered a new phase. The Okayama Information Highway
is highly regarded as a potentially successful attempi of Local Government to
arrange Information Infrastructure and encourage Information Industries. Here,
I study the history and the feature of the Okayama Information Highway, com-
paring it with Gifu and Kochi, bhoth regarded as Advanced Prefectures in
Information-Communication Policies, whereas Hiroshima is behind these prefec-
tures.
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